
NAME DATE

READ THINK FIND

THE PASSAGE

Leo sees a big red box on the table. It has a bright yellow bow. He smiles and walks

closer.

Leo shakes the box. He hears a soft squeak inside. The box starts to wiggle.

Leo opens the shiny red paper. A little puppy pops its head out. Leo is so happy.

Detail 1 Detail 2

THE BIG RED BOX CARL



GRADES 1-2 ·  ELA · READING COMPREHENSION

WHY THIS MATTERS · Learning target: what students should know or be able to do by the end of

this activity.

KEY VOCABULARY detail squeak wiggle

GUIDING QUESTIONS What is the most important thing that happens to Leo in this story?

Which details in the text help us guess what is inside the big red box before Leo opens it?

What clues tell us how Leo feels about the puppy at the end of the story?

1 Student work · 12 min

Students read the passage independently or with a partner, highlight the details describing the box, and

write down the main idea and their prediction for what Leo does next.

WHY THIS MATTERS · A useful prompt here is: "Does the whole story talk only about the

yellow bow, or is there a bigger event happening?"



WHY THIS MATTERS · A useful prompt here is: "Look at the last sentence. How does Leo feel,

and what does that tell you about what he will do next?"

2 Consolidate & discuss · 8 min

Students share their predictions with a partner and compare how they used the clue about the puppy

popping its head out to decide what Leo does next.

WHY THIS MATTERS · A useful prompt here is: "Why is 'Leo plays with his new puppy' a

better prediction than 'Leo goes to sleep'?"

WHY THIS MATTERS · A useful prompt here is: "How did the detail about the squeak help you

predict what was inside?"



Equity

Perspective invitations you can offer students — a second context, a missing voice, a different lived reality.

SEL

The emotional and interpersonal demands of this task — confidence, disagreement, frustration points,

collaboration.

Trauma-Informed

Participation safety and predictability — a private response option, lower-stakes sharing, predictable

structure.

If students need more support



Scaffolds for the same core thinking: oral rehearsal first, sketch or sort before writing, a worked example,

chunked steps.

If students are ready for more

Extensions that add complexity, not busywork: compare two approaches, justify a choice, transfer to a

new context.

Language supports

Name the language function (explain, compare, argue, justify) with sentence frames and oral rehearsal.
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